
Thelonious Monk

Answers:  1.  SPHERE  2.  BEBOP  3.  STRAIGHT, NO CHASER

Thelonious Monk was one of the creators of the music known as modern jazz. Monk was 
born in 1917 in Rocky Mount, North Carolina. Around the age of five, he began to imitate 
tunes he heard on the family’s player piano. When the family moved to New York, young 
Thelonious’s mother scraped together the money for a baby grand piano. Now a single 
mother, she had little extra money, but she managed to pay for the piano lessons Monk 
began taking at age 11. A serious student, Monk spent much of his time playing or 
observing other pianists as they played.
 By the age of 13, Monk was playing with a jazz trio at a local bar and grill. At 16, he 
left school to pursue music full-time. His first important gig came in the early 1940s, when 
he became the house piano player at a club called Minton’s Playhouse. Jazz was 
undergoing a great period of innovation and change, and Monk was one of the musicians 
at the center of it all. Beginning in the late 1940s, however, his career declined. A period of 
poverty, depression, and occasional trouble with the law made life very difficult for Monk 
and his wife, Nellie.
 In 1954, Monk recorded his first solo album, “Pure Monk.” Though his temperament 
was challenging to many of the other musicians he played with, Monk gained and kept the 
notoriety he had long deserved. In 1964, he appeared on the cover of Time Magazine, a 
rare honor, especially for a jazz musician at the time.
 One of the most prolific composers in jazz history, he leaves behind a wealth of 
recordings and original compositions. Monk still influences jazz musicians today.

Unscramble the letters to form the word that completes the sentence.

Word scramble!

PRESHE

Jazz Greats:

1. Monk had the unusual middle name of _________________ .

EOPBB2. He influenced musicians who created the style of jazz called ____________ .

IGHSTRAT ON ECRHAS
3. Among Monk’s best-known compositions are “Epistrophy,” “Blue Monk,” and 
_____________ , ____  ________________ .


