
Rising 5th Grade: Summer Homework 
All homework must be submitted on the first day of school! 

Math: 
 Study Multiplication/Division Facts 0-12 (make flashcards) 

 Complete packet on the following concepts:

• Addition and subtraction 

• Geometric shapes 

• Multiplication and 
division 

• Mental math 

• Angles 

• Factors and multiples 

• Graphing 

• Decimals 

 

Science: 
 Find 3 science current events articles this summer related the following topics. 

Complete the attached “Science Current Event” worksheet for each article. Articles 
should come from a newspaper, magazine, or online resource and must have been 
published in 2015. 

• Nutrition and health 

• Earthquakes/volcanoes 

• Natural resources or renewable energy (solar, wind, hydropower) 

 

Social Studies: 
 In 5th Grade Social Studies, you will study Ancient Civilizations. In class you will 

study cultures such as: 

• Mesopotamia 

• Ancient Egypt 

• Ancient Greeks 

• Ancient China 

 Create a KWL Chart about one of the Ancient Civilizations above. You will present 
your findings to the class during the first week of school: 

• One section will represent the “K,” meaning, “What do I already know about 
the time period?” 

• The second section will represent the “W,” asking what you want to know 
about the time period. Here, what questions would you ask a teacher about 
this time period before you study it?

 

• Fractions and basic 
percentages 

• Measurement 

• Area and perimeter 

• Symmetry and patterns 

• Adding and subtracting 
positive and negative 
numbers 



• Then, you will research more about the time period. 

• After that, you will create the third section representing the “L,” which 
summarizes what you have learned about this time period. As you review the 
attached World History newspapers, notice that they are divided into sections 
such as Current Events, History, Biography, Geography, and 
Trade/Technology. Be sure to identify how what you have learned fits into 
these categories. 

 

Reading 
 Required reading (ONE of the following books, chosen and circled by your child’s 

current 4th grade teacher): 

• Tale of Despereaux, Katie DiCamillo 

• The Library Card, Jerry Spinelli 

• George’s Marvelous Medicine, Ronald Dahl 

 

 Recommended reading: Please also choose THREE or more books from the list of titles 

and series below: 

• The Phantom Tollbooth, Norton Juster 

• Hatchet, Gary Paulsen 

• Maniac Magee, Jerry Spinelli 

• Frindle, Andrew Clements 

• War Comes to Willy Freeman, James Lincoln Collier 

• Series:  

o NERDS, Michael Buckley 

o Percy Jackson Series, Rich Riordan (Available on FollettShelf) 
o Spiderwick Chronicles, Holly Black and Toni DiTerlizzi 
o Encyclopedia Brown, Donald Sobol 
o Magic School Bus Series, Joanna Cole 

o A to Z Mysteries Series, Ron Roy 

 

Writing 
 Complete packet reviewing important Grammar skills: 

• Nouns (Common/Proper) • Sentence structure: Complete 

• Identifying verbs 

• Adjectives 

• Types of sentences 

• Proper punctuation 

• Dialogue punctuation 

 

 Choose at least TWO different prompts from different genres and write a 1-2 
page-writing piece or essay for each prompt. Revise and edit with the help of a 
family member.

 
sentences vs. incomplete sentences 
(fragments) 

• Spelling of commonly confused 
words 



Persuasive Writing: convince the reader 

• Many people volunteer their time to help others, either through non-profit 
organizations, churches, or other charitable venues. Write an essay 
convincing readers to find a charity and volunteer their time. 

• We all have favorite activities that we enjoy. Write an essay convincing 
readers to try the activity that you most enjoy. 

• Research shows that the average American watches as much as six hours of 
television each day. Do you think this is too much? Write an essay convincing 
readers to spend less time in front of the TV. 

Informational Writing: share your knowledge 

• Describe a family celebration that has special meaning for you. 

• Explain why some people may be afraid of sharks. 

• Explain the causes and effects of a poor diet. 

Narrative Writing: tell a story 

• People often say, “Don’t judge a book by its cover.” Describe a time when you 
misjudged someone based on his or her appearance or when someone 
misjudged you. 

• Sometimes lies can have serious consequences. Describe a time when a lie 
had major consequences for you. 

• There is a saying that you should be careful what you wish for, because you 
just might get it. Describe a time when you wished for something and got it -
and then wished you hadn’t. 

 
 
Additional writing prompts: http://education.depaul.edu/student-resources/academic-success-
center/Documents/501writingprompts.pdf 


