
Japan pleads for change in rules to
allow for some whale hunting

Packs of whale meat to be sold hang at a specialty store in the Ameyoko shopping district of Tokyo, Japan, March 27,

2014. Photo: AP Photo/Shizuo Kambayashi, File 

On Wednesday, Japan asked the International Whaling Commission (IWC) for permission

to hunt more whales. Japan argued that whale meat is a traditional source of food in the

island country. Small communities on Japan's coast have been unfairly stopped from

whaling, Japan said.

Pro- and anti-whaling nations strongly disagree on Japan's request. They are gathered in

Slovenia for an IWC meeting. The IWC is the global group that sets rules on whale hunting.

As in other years, Japan was supported by Norway and Iceland, two Scandinavian

countries that are in favor of whaling. Japan was strongly opposed by the United States,

Europe and Australia, among others.

Native Groups Can Hunt

IWC only allows hunting by native groups that traditionally consume whale meat, or for

scientific research. Whaling is not permitted for any other reason.
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Joji Morishita is Japan's commissioner to the IWC. He said that people think Japan is

asking the IWC to lift the ban on whale hunting. "That is not the case," he said.

He said Japan is just asking for permission to hunt a small number of whales "based on

science."

Japan is asking the IWC to let it hunt a certain number of minke whales in the West Pacific

Ocean. Japan argues there are enough minke whales in the ocean, so killing a few won't

have an effect on the population.

Food For Four Communities

Only people who live in four communities would eat the whale meat from the hunt. The

whales wouldn't be used for any other purpose than food, according to Japan.

"I'm not asking other countries to change their basic positions," said Morishita. He also said

he is not suggesting that people in other countries "eat whale meat."

Many countries think that whaling is wrong. They do not think there should be exceptions

to the ban. Morishita urged them to look beyond these beliefs. He said the countries

should reach a compromise on this.

"It's not like one side is bad and one side is good," said Morishita.

Norway and Iceland support Japan's request. These countries also have a tradition of

whaling. They say the IWC is being controlled by anti-whaling nations. Russia also

supported Japan.

Russia Supports Japan's Position

Valentin Ilyashenko is Russia's deputy IWC commissioner. He said the four Japanese

communities have a 5,000-year history of whaling.

IWC's job is not just to save whales, he said. It is also to protect culture and traditions.

The European Union (EU) and United States spoke out strongly against Japan's request.

The EU is a group of countries in Europe working together to cooperate in trade and other

matters.

Roel Feringa is the Dutch commissioner to the IWC. He spoke for the EU countries. He

said commercial whaling should be completely outlawed. The EU has "serious concerns"

about allowing Japanese communities to hunt whales, Feringa said.

U.S. commissioner Russell Smith said it's also a matter of values.

Whaling OK For Native Alaskans

The IWC allows Native Alaskans to hunt whales. Smith said it is important to ensure that

this group can continue their tradition of whaling. However, he said, it is also important to

ban whale hunting for purely commercial reasons, like the sale of whale meat.



New Zealand and Australia have asked IWC to closely look at scientific hunts, which are

allowed by IWC rules. Japan has an annual whale hunt. The country says these hunts are

for science. Other nations claim that the purpose is really to sell the meat.

If countries cannot compromise on Japan's proposal, they will vote, probably Thursday.

Conservation Groups Attack Norway

Norway, too, came under fire Wednesday. This country is the world's biggest whale hunter.

Conservation groups accused the IWC of ignoring Norway's actions.

In 2014, Norway took 736 minke whales, the IWC said. That same year, Japan killed 196 --

81 minke, 25 Bryde's whales and 90 sei whales.

In Norway, there is less demand for whale meat than there used to be. Most of the

Norwegian catch is exported to Japan, said Sandra Altherr of Pro Wildlife, a conservation

group. Some of it is used for animal feed.

There is still a lot of commercial whaling, "and Norway is a huge part of that," Altherr said.

She added that other countries have not tried to make Norway stop.



Quiz

1 Read the sentence from the section "Native Groups Can Hunt."

He said that people think Japan is asking the IWC to lift the ban on

whale hunting.

Which meaning of the word "lift" is used in the sentence?

(A) put an end to

(B) increase the amount of

(C) raise to a higher position

(D) move from one place to another

2 Read the sentence from the section "Native Groups Can Hunt."

IWC only allows hunting by native groups that traditionally consume

whale meat, or for scientific research.

Which word could replace "consume" without changing the meaning of the sentence?

(A) prepare

(B) eat

(C) hunt

(D) appreciate

3 Which sentence is a reason that Japan thinks it should be allowed to hunt more whales?

(A) The people in Norway and Iceland hunt whales.

(B) The people in Japan traditionally eat whale meat.

(C) The people in Japan need to sell more whale meat.

(D) The people in Norway send their whale meat to Japan.

4 Which paragraph in the section "Food For Four Communities" supports the idea that some

nations disagree with Japan's request to hunt more whales?



Answer Key

1 Read the sentence from the section "Native Groups Can Hunt."

He said that people think Japan is asking the IWC to lift the ban on

whale hunting.

Which meaning of the word "lift" is used in the sentence?

(A) put an end to

(B) increase the amount of

(C) raise to a higher position

(D) move from one place to another

2 Read the sentence from the section "Native Groups Can Hunt."

IWC only allows hunting by native groups that traditionally consume

whale meat, or for scientific research.

Which word could replace "consume" without changing the meaning of the sentence?

(A) prepare

(B) eat

(C) hunt

(D) appreciate

3 Which sentence is a reason that Japan thinks it should be allowed to hunt more whales?

(A) The people in Norway and Iceland hunt whales.

(B) The people in Japan traditionally eat whale meat.

(C) The people in Japan need to sell more whale meat.

(D) The people in Norway send their whale meat to Japan.

4 Which paragraph in the section "Food For Four Communities" supports the idea that some

nations disagree with Japan's request to hunt more whales?

Paragraph 9: 

Many countries think that whaling is wrong. They do not think there should be

exceptions to the ban. Morishita urged them to look beyond these beliefs. He

said the countries should reach a compromise on this.
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